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The Redbud Audubon Society, Inc., of Lake County is extremely concerned with the possible impacts the proposed Walker Ridge Wind Generation Facility will have on a variety of resident and migratory bird species as well as bats. As Conservation Chair for the society, I’m commenting on the scope and focus of the proposed environmental review with some specific areas of concern.

One of our main concerns with the wind farm Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), is how will the bird study accurately determine impacts on resident and migratory bird species and bats in the formation of the baseline data? We are concerned that no night time studies are planned to determine whether there are night time migrations occurring over or near the sight. This is a concern for the migration habits of the Western and Clark’s grebes as well as other night time flyers, like owls, other birds, and bats. We believe it will be prudent to begin the study assuming that birds fly/migrate between Clear Lake, Indian Valley Reservoir, the Central Valley, the Coast, and the Bay Area until the study shows otherwise or there is existing data showing no such migration routes occur.

How will it be determined that the wind farm is or is not a night time threat if night time surveys are not conducted? Grebes migrating to Clear Lake sometimes number in the thousands.

Once it is determined what species are affected and what the mortality rate for each species is, will there be a determination of the cumulative mortality (not just this wind farm but others along the West Coast) for each species? How will that mortality affect the survivability of the species in our area and region, and within the migratory range of the species? What agency sets the acceptable mortality rates? Regardless of the rates, increased mortality will affect the number of birds seen/experienced by residents of this region (Lake and Colusa counties). Who determines what acceptable mortality is for the residents of Lake and surrounding counties?

In conclusion: 

· There should be night monitoring for migratory birds, owls and bats for use in preparation of the baseline data for the EIS.

· A cumulative impact report of wind farms along the West Coast on bird mortality and species survival is needed.

· The California Energy Commission’s Guidelines for Reducing Impacts to Birds and Bats from Wind Energy Development should be used in developing the mitigation plan.
· Establishment of a concrete and meaningful mitigation plan is needed. It should include compensatory mitigation, detailed monitoring methodologies and requirements, adaptive operations, and mitigation mechanisms.
· A technical advisory committee should be established. This committee would oversee the mitigations monitoring and reporting program to review data and make recommendations for the implementation of adaptive mitigation measures. This committee should include members from a non-profit organization dedicated to conservation.
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