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REDBUD AUDUBON
SEPTEMBER MEETING

Or scan the following
 QR code:

Topic: Award Winning Photographer
Speaker: Vishal Subramanyan
To register for this Zoom meeting click link:
Redbud Audubon Program Registration
or visit RedbudAudubon.org and click on the registration link.

Redbud Audubon's 
first program of the 
y e a r  w i l l  f e a t u r e 
wildlife photographer, 
Vishal Subramanyan 
The program is slated 
for Thursday Sept. 17 
at 7 p.m. by Zoom. 
Everyone is welcome 
to join us on a visual 

Redbud Audubon’s September Program
to feature award-winning photographer 

journey of California's wildlife - from coast to 
mountains. Subramanyan will share stories behind 
his most challenging shots, reveal techniques for 
capturing elusive wildlife, and discuss the 
conservation messages behind his work.

Vishal Subramanyan is an award-winning 
wildlife photographer, videographer, and National 
Geographic Young Explorer. As a freelance 

Vishal Subramanyan

A bobcat and her kitten, one of the moments 
captured by wildlife photographer Vishal 
Subramanyan.Continued on next page
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storyteller, he partners with leading conservation 
organizations in California and beyond to create stories 
that inspire deeper connections between people and 
nature. He graduated from UC Berkeley in 2024 with 
degrees in ecology and statistics.

His work has been featured by National Geographic, 
CNN, NPR, Smithsonian, and the LA Times, and has won 
prestigious awards, including Wildlife Photographer of 
the Year. Through his work, Vishal shares compelling 

Continued from previous page
Vishal Subramanyan shares stories behind his wildlife images

Our monthly newsletter The Western Grebe has 
changed over the decades since the chapter's inception 
in 1974. Originally mimeographed, it moved to a 
version printed by a local printing firm. About 12 years 
ago we began offering a new option:  A digital version 
emailed to members who requested that delivery 
mode. The print version continued for those who 
preferred it. Now we are moving to another change. 

This current September 2026 issue is the final one 
that will be offered in a printed version. Those 
members who have been receiving the print version 
will need to provide us their email address in order to 
be added to the email list for the digital version. If we 
do not have your email address (or if you are uncertain 
whether we have it), please send us an email to 
redbudaudubon@gmail.com and type in the subject 
line “Please add me to the emailed newsletter.”

There are several reasons that necessitated this 
change. The obvious one was the ever-increasing 
USPS postage costs. But volunteers' time was also 
important.  For the printed version, chapter volunteers 
had a complicated, time-consuming set of tasks. For 
decades starting in the 1980's, chapter leaders Susanne 
and Jim Scholz have carried out these tasks every 
month. Susanne used her Excel skills to download that 
month's membership list from National Audubon, 
adding new members to her chapter database and 
deleting non-renewing ones. She printed out the 
mailing address labels and picked up the newsletters 
from the printing firm. After Jim affixed the address 
labels, sealing labels, and stamps to the newsletters, he 

This is the final printed issue of
Redbud Audubon’s newsletter

took them to the Post Office and handled the payment 
for the mailing cost. The final step each month was that 
Susanne checked the chapter mailbox for copies that 
USPS returned undelivered and adjusted her database 
accordingly. We mention these details because 
Susanne and Jim's  faithfulness in carrying out these 
monthly tasks for decades deserves our recognition 
and sincere thanks.   

Changes in recent months to membership 
procedures at the National Audubon Society (NAS) 
have become too cumbersome to retrieve mailing 
addresses and create labels for the relatively few 
members who still request the print newsletter option. 
NAS members of Redbud who have been receiving the 
print newsletter will need to follow the instructions in 
the second paragraph of this article so that we can send 
you future issues of the newsletter. 

Members who joined using the Redbud Chapter 
Only membership option on our chapter website are 
not affected by this change, as that online registration 
process required providing your email address. You 
have automatically been receiving the digital 
newsletter. 

We have tried to reach out to everyone who has been 
receiving the printed newsletter. We hope that those we 
have not been able to contact will let us know their 
email address before next month's newsletter. We truly 
appreciate your understanding and cooperation. Thank 
you. If for some reason you don't wish to share your 
email, the Western Grebe newsletter is available on our 
website: . www.redbudaudubon.org

wildlife stories that spark curiosity and drive 
conservation action.

Please join us for what promises to be an interesting 
and inspiring program. Registration can be accomplished 
b y  g o i n g  t o  R e d b u d  A u d u b o n ' s  w e b s i t e : 
www.redbudaudubon.org and clicking on the link on 
the home page; or, by clicking on the link on page one of 
this newsletter.
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REDBUD AUDUBON
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
President: Donna Mackiewicz 

  Vice President: Roberta Lyons 
Treasurer: Nicola Selph
Secretary: Cindy Jasser

Members-at-large: Katherine Lindsley, 
Susanne Scholz, and Marilyn Waits

CHAPTER LEADERSHIP
Bird Observations - Jerry White

Christmas Bird Count - Brad & Kathy Barnwell
Conservation - Roberta Lyons & Donna Mackiewicz
Field Trips - Donna Mackiewicz & Roberta Lyons

Historian - Pat Harmon
Membership Manager - Harry Lyons
Newsletter Editor - Roberta Lyons
Graphic Design  - Robin Winniford

Newsletter Email Distribution - Donna Mackiewicz
Newsletter Mail Distribution - Jim Scholz

Programs - Cindy Jasser
Publicity - Roberta Lyons

Webmaster - Bonnie Thompson 
Social Media - Donna Mackiewicz

To contact a board member:
Phone 707/805-9410

Email: redbud.audubon@gmail.com

Field Trip Calendar 
for 2026-2027 
Please note: field trips will start at 9 a.m. unless 
otherwise announced in the newsletter.

September 19 – Hammond Park, 6935 Hammond 
Ave. Nice
October 17 – Cache Creek Redbud Trail
December – Christmas Bird Count, TBA
January 16 – Colusa and Sacramento National 
Wildlife Refuges
February 20 – Shigom Robinson Rancheria lands 
(Caravanning will be organized)
March 20 – Private ranch on Steelhead Drive 
near Kelseyville
April 17 – TERA office property on Parallel Dr. 
Lakeport
May 15 – Witter Springs, Walnut Orchard of 
Erica Lundquist and Randy Krag

Details for each field trip will be published in the preceding 
newsletter, including directions and start time if different 
from 9 a.m. Field trips are weather dependent and will be 
cancelled if there is severe weather or weather issues make 
accessibility difficult. Because of insurance restrictions, 
Redbud Audubon no longer arranges “carpooling,” 
opportunities, but caravanning will be provided for areas 
more difficult to find like the Robinson Rancheria lands and 
other private properties. A meeting place will be determined 
and cars can caravan from there. Put these dates on your 
calendar and plan for a fun day of birding with friends!

Redbud Audubon 
September field trip

The September field trip is planned for the newly 
renovated Hammond Park

Redbud Audubon will host a field trip to  Hammond 
Park in Nice on Saturday Sept. 19 starting at 9 a.m. 
Located at 6935 Hammond Ave. the park has recently 
undergone renovations and expansions and promises to 
be a pleasant location for a morning walk along the nature 
trail there followed by a stroll along the lakeshore.

Expect to see Western and Clark's Grebes, Great Blue 
Herons, possibly shore birds and songbirds that will be in 
the heritage oaks at the park.

Meet at 9 a.m. at the park, hope to see you then!
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You have a choice between two types of Redbud 
membership. Both are offered online only and payment is 
done with a credit or debit card.

If you wish to join only our Redbud Audubon chapter, 
simply go to our website: www.redbudaudubon.org. 
Click on the Membership tab, then click on the link for 
Redbud Audubon Only. If you join Redbud Chapter Only, 
you will receive by email our local monthly newsletter 
with information on monthly speakers and field trips, as 
well as articles and photos of Redbud's many education 
and conservation activities in Lake County. Our chapter 
uses a membership management software that 
automatically sends a renewal reminder email each year. 
Your local membership dollars go directly to support 
Redbud's programs and operating expenses (less a small 
percentage transaction fee paid to the membership 
software company).  

As an option to Redbud Only, you can join our chapter 
through the National Audubon Society (NAS). Your full 
membership dollars paid to NAS support their crucial 
work responding to climate changes in bird populations 

Joining and renewing Redbud 
membership is now online only

across the flyways of our country and the Western 
hemisphere. Their extensive conservation programs 
focus on preserving essential habitats along migration 
routes. As a member of NAS, you will receive the 
quarterly prize-winning Audubon magazine and emails 
encouraging you to take action online to support 
important legislation or regulations affecting birds.

When you join NAS, you automatically also become a 
member of our chapter. If you include your email address 
during the NAS registration process, you will receive our 
newsletter The Western Grebe. Redbud no longer 
produces printed copies of the newsletter, only the online 
version which is emailed to both local and NAS members 
who have provided their email address.

To join either our local chapter or through NAS, the 
Redbud Audubon membership page provides two links: 
one to join locally or one to join through National 
Audubon. Alternatively for NAS membership, you can 
also go directly to their website www.audubon.org. 
Whichever way you join, you are helping to protect the 
birds we all love. 

Can I still mail a donation check?
Although membership (either local or National) must be done online by credit or debit card, Redbud still 

welcomes donation checks by mail. If you want to donate to Redbud Audubon, separately from your online 
membership dues, please feel free to do so by paper check if that is what you prefer. Mail that payment to P.O. 
Box 5780 Clearlake, CA 95422. Mailing a paper check directly to us avoids our having to pay a small 
percentage to the software company that processes credit card donations. We can simply deposit the check in 
our bank account.

Many thanks to 
Pak N Mail printers

For many years  Pak N Mail printing company 
in Lakeport has done an excellent job printing our 
Western Grebe newsletter in a timely manner. 
We thank this local company for years of 
dedicated, polite, and excellent service which 
they provide to many non-profits in Lake County. 

Legislative help needed!
Some of our members who are also members of 

National Audubon may be receiving email from National 
on legislative issues that affect our birds.  National 
Audubon (as well as California Audubon) makes it easy 
to click on a link to locate your representative in Congress 
along with a link to their email.   Your voice is important!  
Our voices together can make a difference.  

In the future, Redbud Audubon plans on forwarding 
some of these pertinent legislative notices via email to 
you.We hope you will not mind if you receive them both 
from National Audubon and us.The protection of our bird 
life is extremely important at this time.



5

by Donna 
Mackiewicz

There's an old saying that 
“birds of a feather flock 
together,” and at Redbud 
Audubon Society, we know 
just how true that is!

Everything our chapter 
a c c o m p l i s h e s — f r o m 
conservation and education to 
programs, outreach, bird 
counts, fishing-line recycling Donna Mackiewicz

It Takes a Flock! Celebrating Redbud 
Audubon’s wonderful volunteers

and keeping our members informed—is possible because 
people are willing to share their time and talents. As we 
look toward another exciting year, we want to pause and 
give a very enthusiastic THANK to the volunteers who 
keep Redbud flying.

We are especially grateful to our current Board 
members: Nicola Selph, who continues to keep our 
financial nest in order as Treasurer; Cindy Jassar, who 
serves as Secretary and Programs Chair; Roberta Lyons, 
our Vice President and newsletter editor; and Katherine 
Lindsley, Marilyn Waits and Susanne Scholz who 
continue valuable caring and historical perspectives.

Our newsletter will be taking a new flight path this year 
and becoming online-only, and we thank Roberta for the 
tremendous amount of time and creativity she has 
devoted to keeping our members informed over the years.

We also send a very special thank-you to Susanne 
Scholz, who is stepping down from Membership.

Some New Birds Are Joining the Flock! We are 
delighted to welcome several volunteers who have 
stepped forward to help Redbud in the coming year.

Long-time web master Bonnie Thompson has 
continued to help update the web page even though she 
moved to Oregon years ago – what dedication. Ed Oswalt 
will be helping care for and update our website thanks to 
Bonnie's direction, while Lori Correia will answer the 
chapter cell phone and help check our Member Planet 
membership information. Esther Smithstan will begin 
working with National Audubon member and supporter 

files, helping us stay connected with the people who make 
our work possible.

Kate Schmidt-Hopper and Diane Anthony with Diane's 
daughter, greeted visitors at both the Shigom and Tule 
Festival this summer.

Volunteers will continue collecting discarded fishing 
line from our monofilament recycling bins—an 
important, hands-on conservation project that helps keep 
dangerous fishing line out of Clear Lake and away from 
birds and other wildlife.

And when December rolls around, Brad and Kathy 
Barnwell will once again help carry on one of Audubon's 
great traditions: the Christmas Bird Count.

We are also very excited to welcome Pam Smithstan as 
Redbud Audubon's official chapter photographer! Pam 
will help us capture the birds, people, programs and 
conservation work that tell Redbud's story. Even better, 
Pam has expressed an interest in joining our Board also. 
We would be delighted to have her bring both her camera 
and her enthusiasm to the Board! See some of her 
beautiful photos on the next page.

Our Conservation Committee is growing, too, with four 
new members. That is especially exciting because there is 
no shortage of important conservation work to do for 
Lake County's birds, wildlife and habitats.

There Is Always Room for One More in the Flock.  
Which reminds me of a couple of bird jokes: 

Why don't birds use Facebook? Because they already 
have Twitter.

What do you call a bird that's afraid to fly? Chicken.
Why did the bird become a musician? Because it 

already knew the tweets.
What kind of birds stick together? Vel-crows.
To Nicola, Cindy, Roberta, Katherine, Susanne, Ed, 

Lori, Esther, Kate, Diane, Richard, Brad, Kathy, Pam, and 
all our new Conservation Committee members: Thank 
you for giving Redbud your time,  talents and your heart.

And to everyone else…Come join the flock! There's 
always another perch available at Redbud Audubon. 
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By Donna Mackiewicz, Redbud Audubon Society
What a summer it has been for Clear Lake's Western and 

Clark's Grebes!
From colonies numbering in the thousands to stretches of 

shoreline thata seemed to empty almost overnight, our 
observations this spring and summer have offered a fascinating 
look at just how quickly grebe nesting activity can change. 
Thanks to boat surveys, shoreline observations, and drone 
monitoring by Dr. Scott Butterfield of Pacific Union College, 
we have been able to follow several remarkable colonies 
around Clear Lake

Our season began with an exciting pontoon cruise hosted by 
Gae Henry and Henry Bornstein of the Anderson Marsh 
Interpretive Association to view the nesting colony at Anderson 
Marsh Historic State Park.

Dr. Scott Butterfield conducted a drone survey and 
documented more than 5,000 Western and Clark's Grebe nests, 
with Clark's Grebes making up most of the nesting birds.

When we returned on June 21, aboard the pontoon boat with 
Gae and Henry expecting to see the colony progressing into the 
chick-rearing stage, we were surprised and dismayed to see the 
enormous colony had essentially disappeared.

Where did thousands of nesting grebes—and their 
young—go?

That question is one of the reasons continued monitoring is so 
valuable. A nesting colony represents only one moment in the 
breeding cycle. Once eggs hatch, adults carrying or 
accompanying chicks may quickly leave the nesting area and 
disperse elsewhere on the lake. Nest counts alone therefore tell 
only part of the story.

Summer 2026: Following Clear 
Lake’s Grebes from nest to chick

Redbud Audubon is excited to welcome Pam Smithstan as our new chapter photographer! From a majestic Great 
Blue Heron to a lively Northern Mockingbird, Pam’s photos showcase the natural beauty of our local wildlife. We 
are thrilled to share her talent with our community and welcome her enthusiasm to our Board!

An adult grebe ferries two chicks on its back, a reminder that 
nest counts capture only one moment in the breeding cycle as 
families quickly disperse after hatching.

Continued on next page
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Interesting information 
revealed about the care 
of baby Western and 
Clark’s Grebe chicks

Many thanks to Faith Rigolosi of Eyes on the Wild, 
for researching and sharing some very interesting 
information about grebe chicks and their care.

Very young grebe chicks have an fascinating 
communication system: a bare area of skin on the 
forehead that can flush a brilliant red when it is 
hungry and begging for food. This spot is called a 
hunger spot and as the chick is fed and settles, the 
coloration becomes less intense.

As chicks grow, feathers gradually cover the bare 
crown area and the conspicuous patch disappears. 
Rather than assigning an exact age from the forehead 
patch alone, it is best viewed as one useful clue, 
along with body size, plumage, behavior and 
whether the chick is still dependent upon its parents.

Why would a Grebe feed 
its chick feathers?

Another of Faith's findings came after watching 
young grebes being fed feathers.

The parent Grebes swallow their own feathers and 
feed feathers to their chicks. The feathers accumulate 
in the stomach and are thought to help protect the 
digestive system as the birds consume fish and other 
prey containing hard or sharp material. Feathers and 
indigestible food remain can eventually be formed 
into material that is regurgitated.

Young grebe chicks shows bright red “hunger spots,”  bare 
patches on their foreheads that flush when begging for food and 
fades once fed.

On July 12, I joined Dr. Butterfield for drone monitoring at 
the Lake County Land Trust's Kuhlanapo Preserve. We 
discovered a colony near there with approximately 2100 nests. 
It was filled with grebe calls and breeding activity, with Clark's 
Grebes appearing particularly numerous. Here, however, the 
birds were using tules as their primary nesting material, rather 
than the smartweed we had observed at Anderson Marsh.

On August 4, another colony caught our attention: more than 
400 grebe nests at Rodman Slough beneath the bridge, again 
concentrated in smartweed.

Another dramatic change occurred in early August when the 
2,100 nests seen along the Lakeport shoreline near the land 
trust preserve was observed by Faith Rigolosi of Eyes on the 
Wild, a local wildlife touring company, to have almost 
completely disappeared.

But the grebes themselves had not simply vanished. 
Chicks were seen being fed by their parents, as well 
as “teenage” grebes. She observed family groups elsewhere on 
the lake as well. 

Our observations this year leave us with as many questions as 
answers.

How quickly do families disperse after a colony finishes 
nesting? Where did the Anderson Marsh birds go between May 
and June? How many chicks successfully fledged from the 
thousands of Lakeport nests? How long will the Rodman 
Slough colony remain active? And are some of the birds we see 
around the lake now from those earlier colonies?

These are exactly the kinds of questions that make continued 
monitoring so important.

An apparently empty nesting site does not necessarily mean 
failure. Grebes are mobile, their young leave the nest very soon 
after hatching, and families may disperse across Clear Lake as 
the breeding season progresses.

Grebe observations
Continued from previous page
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Redbud Audubon
PO Box 5780
Clearlake, CA 95422

• You can contribute either online or by mailing us a check. 
• To contribute online with a credit or debit card, visit our website www.redbudaudubon.org and click 

on the donate button in the menu bar. 
• You can also send us a check made out to Redbud Audubon Society and mail it to POB 5780, 

Clearlake, CA 95422. Mailing a paper check directly to us avoids our having to pay a small 
percentage to the software company that processes credit and debit card donations. We can simply 
deposit the check in our bank account.

Thank you for supporting Redbud Audubon Society

Connecting People with Nature since 1974


